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The 2004 Georgia High School
Report Card for Parents

( Overview )

The GeorgiaPublic Policy Foundation’s Report Card for Parentsisprimarily designed to give parents
information about their schools. It a so providesva uableinformation for discussionsthat will help parentsmake
informed decisionsabout thequality of public educationin Georgia

Thetesting and eva uation of Georgia schildren generates an enormousamount of statistical data. The
Report Card for Parentstransformsthismountain of datainto an understandabl e ranking of Georgia'spublic
schools. TheHigh School Reportisanumerica ranking of 361 public schools.

The primary measure of student achievement for thisreport isthe average of 1) the percentage of students
intheschool that attain aPass or Pass Plus scorein English LanguageArtsand 2) the percentage of studentsin

the school that attain a Passor Pass Plus scorein math onthe
GeorgiaHigh School Graduation Test (GHSGT).

Also provided for information purposesiseach
school’ saverage Schol astic Assessment Test (SAT) results
based on each student’s most recent score.

Want more The percentage of studentspassingthe GHSGT isan
e fai indicator of how well each school ispreparing dl studentsin
Make sure your next stop is basic skills. The PassPlusdistinctionismeant to challengedl|
Georgiahigh school studentsto* bethebest” throughthe
www.gppf.org. addition of ahigher standard against which students, schools
and systems can measuretheir performance. SAT scoresare
The web version of the Report Card for Parents important asapredictor of successin college-level work and
"f;”md:;‘”':;: 'g;gf;gh‘:zt;; Ay because these scoresareroutinely used nationally to rank
"much more. students' academic achievement.

Becausethereisastronglink betweenpoverty
andtest scores(thehigher thepoverty rate, thelower thetest
scores), thereport includestwo other criteriafor informa-

tionpurposesonly. Thefirstisthepoverty rate— the percentageof studentsineach school whoqualify for
thefederal free/reduced-pricelunch program. Thesecondisapoverty index that measureshow well aschool is
performingrelativetoitspoverty rate. All informationinthereportisfromthe2002—2003 school year.

Adequate early Progress, or AY P, isone of the cornerstonesof thefederal No Child Left Behind Act
(NCLB). Itisameasureof year-to-year student achievement on statewideassessments. Under NCLB all
studentsmust meet AY P. Onecategory of students, for example, studentswithlimited Englishproficiency
(LEP), that doesnot meet standards can causeaschool to not meet AY P. For moredetail sseehttp://
www.doe.k12.ga.us/support/plan/nclb.asp.

Don’t Forget
The Georgia Report Card for Parents

isavailable for Elementary,
Middleand High School
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How Parents Can Use This Report

Tojudgethequality of their children’ sschool s, parentsmust havequality informationabout academic
performance. Student achievementisthetouchstonefor eval uatingthesuccessof al educationefforts. To
improvepubliceducationfor al studentswemust know whether studentsareprogressing every year. For the
vast mgority of parents, ngthequality of aschool canoftenbeadifficulttask withunfamiliar termsand
voluminousdata. Thisreport servestoprovideparentswiththesimplefactswhichwill aidintheassessment of
theeducationreceivedby their children. InthisReport Card, school sareranked by clear, objectiveresults, and
parentsarepresentedwithastatistically reliable, annual measurement of student progress.

Itisimportant toremember that many factorsaffect aschool’ sperformance. Any guestionsor concerns
arisingfromthisreport shouldfirst bediscussed withteachers, principal sandlocal school board members
beforedrawingdefinitiveconclusions.

Webelieveparentsshouldbecomeactively involvedintheir school sandresistbeing passive,
uninformed consumers. Theinformationinthisreport should beusedto openadia oguebetween parents,
teachers, adminigtrators, el ected officialsand civicorganizations.

For moredetail edinformation, contact:
e Yourschool
» GeorgiaDepartment of Educationat (404) 656-2800
» TheGovernor’ sOfficeof Student Achievement at (404) 463-1150
» GeorgiaPublicPolicy Foundationat (404) 256-4050

“... every school in order to be effective needs a
specific, coherent, and well-conceived curriculum,
plus sound tests that indicate how well that
curriculum has been taught and learned.”

E. D. Hirsch, Jr.

Professor of Education and
Humanities, University of Virginia
Core Knowledge Foundation
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Definition of Terms

Achievement Scor e. Averageof 1) thepercentageof studentsintheschool
that attainaPassor PassPlusscorein EnglishLanguageArtsand 2) the
percentageof studentsintheschool that attain aPassor PassPlusscorein
math ontheGeorgiaHigh School Graduation Test.

Poverty Rate. Thepercentageof studentseligibletorecei vefree/reduced-
pricelunchprovidesanindicator of thepoverty level of thestudentsattending
theschool.

Poverty Index. Measureshow well aschool isperformingrelativetoits
poverty rate. A scoreabovezeroindicatesbetter than expected perfor-
mance, below zeroindi cateslower than expected performance, and zero
indicatesthat theschool isperforming asexpected.

High Poverty Schools(P). Thisschool’ spoverty rateissignificantly higher
thantheaveragefor highschool sinthestateof Georgia. School swith pov-
erty rateshigher than 61 percent receivedthisdesignation. Significancewas
determined mathematically usingonestandard deviationasthebenchmark.

High Limited English Proficiency Schools(L ). Thisschool’ spercentage
of studentswithlow Englishproficiency issignificantly higher thantheaverage
for highschoolsinthestateof Georgia. School swith apercentageof students
withlow Englishproficiency higher than7 percent recei ved thisdesignation.
Significancewasdetermined mathematically usngonestandard deviationas
thebenchmark.

HIGH SCHOOL
Quick Scan

Schools in Report:
361

Achievement Score
Average: 91

High: 100

Low: 52

Percentage Exceeding
Standards

Average: 55

High: 96

Low: 8

High Disability Schools(D). Thisschool’ spercentageof studentswithdisabilitiesissignificantly higher than
theaveragefor highschool sinthestateof Georgia. School swithapercentageof studentswithdisabilitieshigher
than 15 percent recei ved thi sdesi gnation. Significancewasdetermined mathematically using onestandard

deviationasthebenchmark.

StateRank. Therank isdetermined by the A chievement Score. The% PassPlusservesasatiebreaker. I f
both of thesecriteriaareequal, thereisatieand theschool sarelisted with equal rank inal phabetical order by

school name.
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Additional Information

How should I inter pret theranking?
Thereare severa waysto evaluate your school’sranking. First, look at the school’ sprogressover time. Isthe
school improving or declining? Second, compare your school to other schoolsof similar sizeand poverty
percentage. Findly, thereisno substitutefor persondly visiting schoolsand talking to teachers, administrators,
parentsand students.

How can | accessadditional infor mation about my school ?
All of thedatain our reports, aswell asmuch more datathat could not beincluded inthereports, isavailableon
our Web site (www.gppf.or g) The Web site contai ns new and expanded features such as comparison reports,
geographic searches and i nteractive queries. Additional information includesdistrict spending per pupil,
enrollment, all test subjects and data disaggregated by gender, race/ethnicity, limited English proficiency,
disability and socioeconomic status.

Why wasmy school not listed in thisreport?
In order to beincluded in thisreport, aschool must have 2004 testing datafor the 4th, 8th or 11th grade. For
example, aschool that just began operation thisfall would not beincluded.

Why issomeinformation not availablefor my school ?
Missing datamay result if the school were unableto administer thetest or if fewer than 10 students participated
inthetest.

Why do wefocuson test scores?

Toimprove public education for all students, we must know whether studentsarelearning every year. Well-
madetestsare an andytical tool, enabling teachersto diagnose students’ weaknessesand strengths, and parents
to monitor theachievement gainsof their children.

Notes on the Student Data

« Datawas provided by the Office of Student Achievement, the Georgia Department of Education and the
National Center for Education Statistics.

o “All Students” refersto al students who were tested.

e Test results for less than 10 students are not reported.

» Poverty rate is reported as the percentage of students eligible to receive free- or reduced-price lunches.
This percentage is cal culated by dividing the number of eligible students (as reported to the Department of
Education in October 2003) by the total school enrollment (as reported by the October 2003 FTE count).

e The percentage of studentswith disabilitiesis based on the December FTE (full-time equivalency) count
divided by the total enrollment from the Fall FTE count. The December FTE has been declared the official
count of studentswith disabilities (special education) since that data collection is used to determine federal
funding.

e The percentage of studentswith limited English proficiency is based on the 2004 Student Record.

e Enrollment represents the October 2003 FTE count.
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Highest Ranking Schools

Elementary Schools fFf
Lo, DeKab County ... Kittredge M agnet School
2 Muscogee County ......lo.oeeiireeeeeeeaennnnn. Rigdon Road Elementary School
G S Dougherty County ..........cccccueiieeiiieeeninenes Lincoln Elementary Magnet
Ao DeKalb County .......ccouueieiieiimiiiieeeeeeeenn Vanderlyn Elementary School
S, Muscogee County ........ccccoveeeeereennneeeennnnn Britt David Elementary
6, ForsythCounty .........cceeeveiiiiiiiiiieeeceeee, Settles Bridge Elementary School
T o GWINNELt COUNLY ....oovveiiieieieiieeeeeeee e Riverside Elementary School
8 FUulton County .........cooeemmmeiiiiieeeeiieeee e Barnwell Elementary School
S RockdaleCounty .........cccoevevviiiiiiiciieeinenes L orraine Elementary School
10 i, Fulton County ........cceeeiiiieeciiiiieeeeeeeee Sweet Apple Elementary School
0 Fulton County .........ccommiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeee Shakerag Elementary School
12 e, FUulton County ........ccooeeevceiiiiiiceieeec e, Summit Hill Elementary
G AtlantaCity ...ooeeeeieeieec b Jackson Elementary School
14 i Forsyth County ...........cioiieedeeniniieeeecnne. Big Creek Elementary School
15 Fayette County ... i eeedeeeee eeevwssiveennnnnn. Peeples Elementary School

Middle Schools
i Richmond County........ciiii s Walker Traditional Elementary
2 Richmond County ........ccc....tieiieeeeeeeen. Davidson M agnet School
G Dougherty County .......cc.cevveeiieneneeeennnnnn. Robert A. Cross Middle Magnet
R Cobb County .......ccooeimiiiie e Hightower Trail Middle School
B FUlton County .........cccovueeeiiiiiiiieeeiee e, Fulton Science Academy
6o Cobb County .........ecieiiiiiiiiiie e Dodgen Middle School
AR FUlton CouNnty ........ccooeimmmiiiiieeeeceeeeee e River Trail Middle School
S S Cobb CouNnty .....ccovueiieiiiieeeeecee e, Dickerson Middle School
O GWINNEtt COUNLY ....covveeiiieieiieeeeeeee e Alton C. CrewsMiddle School
1 Fulton County ........ccoommeiiniieiiiieeeeeeeeeee Webb Bridge Middle School
1 I Ware CoUNtY .......oeveeeieieeeeiice e eeenan, Ware M agnet School
12 i THONCILY e Trion Middle School
13 s Forsyth County ..........ibceeveieeisdennnieeeeeeeeee South Forsyth Middle School
14 ., Fulton County ..........ccoiieiiidenininieeeieeee, Northwestern Middle School
15 s Fayette County .............iceetleeeniiiiinarneennnnn. Rising Starr Middle School
High Schools

1o Muscogee COUNLY .aiuuiiiiiueeeenn et eeennsn Columbus High School
o Richmond County ........cccocciiiniiinieeeeennn. Davidson Magnet School
P Richmond County ........cccccciiiiieeeeenn. Johnson M agnet
Do, Fulton County ................. Fulton County Charter H.S. for Math. and Science
L Chatham County .........ccccooeeiiieieeiiiiieeeeeeeees Savannah ArtsAcademy
G e Ware COUNLY .......covvvememiiieiienaeeeeeee e eeeennn Ware Magnet School
AT DeKab County ......ccccooviviiiiiiiiieiieeeeee, DeKalb School of theArts
8, Fulton County .........covveeiiiiiiiiiiiie e, Northview High School
O Cherokee County ..........ccoeeeevvuiieeeeeeennnnnnnnn. Sequoyah High School
10 ., Cobb CouNty .....ccovueeieeiiceieeeeee e, Walton High School
o Fayette County ........cccoeevevviiieeiniieeeeeeeeeeenn, StarrsMill High School
12 e Cobb COUNLY .....ceeiieeeee e Pope High School
G Fulton County .........cccviiiiiiieiieeice e, Chattahoochee High School
I Floyd County .......cccuoiiiiiiiiiiiiicee e, Pepperell High School
15 s Fayette County .........ccooeeeiiviinniieereeeeeeees Fayette County High School
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