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The 2005 Georgia Elementary School
Report Card For Parents

( Overview )

The GeorgiaPublic Policy Foundation’s Report Card for Parentsisprimarily designed to give parents
information about their schools. It also providesvaluableinformation for discussionsthat will hel p parents
makeinformed decisionsabout the quality of public educationin Georgia.

Thetesting and eva uation of Georgia schildren generates an enormousamount of statistical data. The
Report Card for Parentstransformsthismountain of datainto an understandabl e ranking of Georgia'spublic

schools. The Elementary School Report isanumerical
ranking of 1148 public schoals.

‘Want more The Report Card: a) analyzesthefactorsmaost impor-
information? _ tant to parents, b) reducesstatistical informationtoa
Make sure your next stop is conciseand understandableform, and c) presentsinfor-

mation about Georgid selementary, middieand high

Www.gppf.org. school sthat isaccessi ble and easily comprehendable.

This year’s web version of the Report Card Theprimary measureof student achievementinthe
for Parents includes in-depth data, interac- report isthe average of the percentage of studentspassing
tive reporting, side-by-side comparisons, thereading and math sections of the 2004 CRCT. This
customized comparisons, geographic averageisreferred to astheAchievement Score.
searches and much more. Becausethereisastronglink betweenpoverty

andtest scores(thehigher thepoverty rate, thelower the

test scores), thereportincludestwo other criteriafor

information purposesonly. Thefirstisthepoverty rate

—thepercentageof studentsineach school whoqualify
forthefederal free/reduced-pricelunch program. Thesecondisapoverty index that measureshow well a
school isperformingrel ativetoitspoverty rate. (Seepp. 5-6for adetailed explanation.) All informationinthe
reportisfromthe2003—2004 school year.

AdequateY early Progress, or AY P, isoneof the cornerstones of thefederal No Child Left Behind Act
(NCLB). Itisameasureof year-to-year student achievement on statewideassessments. Under NCLB all
studentsmust meet AY P. Onecategory of students, for exampl e, studentswithlimited English proficiency
(LEP), that doesnot meet standards can causeaschool to not meet AY P. For moredetail sseehttp://
www.doe.k12.ga.us/support/plan/nclb.asp.

Don't Forget.....
The Georgia Report Card for Parents

Isavailable for Elementary,
Middleand High School
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How Parents Can Use This Report

Tojudgethequality of their children’ sschool s, parentsmust havequality information about academic
performance. Student achievement i sthetouchstonefor eval uating thesuccessof al educationefforts. To
improvepubliceducationfor all studentswemust know whether studentsareprogressingevery year. For the
vast majority of parents, ngthequality of aschool canoftenbeadifficulttask withunfamiliar termsand
voluminousdata. Thisreport servesto provideparentswiththesimplefactswhichwill aidintheassessment of
theeducationreceived by their children. InthisReport Card, schoolsareranked by clear, objectiveresults,
and parentsarepresentedwithastatistically reliabl e, annual measurement of student progress.

Itisimportant toremember that many factorsaffect aschool’ sperformance. Any questionsor concerns
arisingfromthisreport shouldfirst bediscussed withteachers, principal sandlocal school board members
beforedrawingdefinitiveconclusions.

Webelieveparentsshould becomeactively involvedintheir school sandresist being passive,
uninformed consumers. Theinformationinthisreport should beusedto openadia oguebetween parents,
teachers, administrators, e ected officialsandcivicorganizations.
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For moredetail edinformation, contact:
e Yourschool
» GeorgiaDepartment of Educationat (404) 656-2800
» TheGovernor’ sOfficeof Student Achievement at (404) 463-1150
» GeorgiaPublicPolicy Foundationat (404) 256-4050

“...every school in order to be effective needs a
specific, coherent, and well-conceived curriculum,
plus sound tests that indicate how well that
curriculum has been taught and learned.”

E. D. Hirsch, Jr.

Professor of Education and
Humanities, University of Virginia
Core Knowledge Foundation
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Definition of Terms

Achievement Scor e. Averageof:
 Thepercentageof studentsintheschool that meet or exceed
standardsinreading onthefourth-grade CRCT.
 Thepercentageof studentsintheschool that meet or exceed
standardsinmathonthefourth-grade CRCT.

Per centageExceeding Standar ds. Averageof:
 Thepercentageof studentsintheschool that exceed standardsin
reading onthefourth-grade CRCT.
 Thepercentageof studentsintheschool that exceed standardsin
math onthefourth-grade CRCT.

Poverty Rate. Thepercentageof studentseligibletoreceivefreeor
reduced-pricelunch providesanindicator of thepoverty level of the
studentsattendingtheschool.

Poverty I ndex. Measureshow well aschool isperformingrel ativeto
itspoverty rate. A scoreabovezeroindicatesbetter than expected
performance, bel ow zeroindicatesl ower than expected performance,
and zeroindicatesthat theschool isperforming asexpected.

High Poverty Schools(P). Schoolswith poverty ratessignificantly
higher thanthestateaverage. School swith poverty rateshigher than
80.7 percent received thisdesignation. Significancewasdeter-
mined mathematically usingonestandard deviation asthebench-
mark.

High Limited English Proficiency Schools(L ). Schoolswitha
percentageof studentswithlow Englishproficiency significantly
higher thanthestateaverage. School swith apercentageof stu-
dentswithlow Englishproficiency higher than 13.9 percentre-
celvedthisdesignation. Significancewasdetermined mathemati-
cally usingonestandard deviationasthebenchmark.

High Disability Schools(D). School swith apercentageof
studentswithdisabilitiessignificantly higher thanthestateaverage.
School swithapercentageof studentswithdisabilitieshigher than
17.6 percent received thisdesignation. Significancewasdeter-
mined mathematically using onestandard deviationasthebench-
mark.

StateRank. Therank isdetermined by the Achievement Score.

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Quick Scan

Schools in Report:
1148

Achievement Score:
Average: 76

High: 100

Low: 30

Percentage
Exceeding Standards:
Average: 28

High: 80

Low: 0O

Thereisahigh correlation be-
tween poverty rates and test
scores. In fact, using statistics,
it is possible to predict test
scores based upon a given
poverty rate. Using this predic-
tion as the standard of compari-
son, the predicted test score
compared to the actual test
score gives anindication
whether a school is
underperforming or
overperforminggiventheir level
of poverty.

ThePercentage Exceeding Standardsservesasatiebreaker. | f both of

thesecriteriaareequal, thereisatieandtheschoolsarelistedwith
equal rankinal phabetical order by school name.
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Additional Information

How should | inter pret theranking?
Thereare severa waysto evaluate your school’ sranking. First, look at the school’ sprogressover time. Isthe
school improving or declining? Second, compare your school to other schoolsof smilar sizeand poverty
percentage. Finaly, thereisno substitutefor personaly visiting school sand talking to teachers, administrators,
parentsand students.

How can | accessadditional infor mation about my school ?
All of thedatain our reports, aswell as much more datathat could not beincluded inthereports, isavailableon
our Web site (www.gppf.or g). The Web site contains new and expanded features such as comparison reports,
geographic searches and interactive queries. Additional information includesdistrict spending per pupil,
enrollment, all test subjects and data disaggregated by gender, race/ethnicity, limited English proficiency,
disability and socioeconomic status.

Why wasmy school not listed in thisreport?
In order to beincluded inthisreport, aschool must have 2004 testing datafor the 4th, 8th or 11th grade. For
example, aK-2 primary school or aschool that just began operationthisfall would not beincluded.

Why issomeinformation not availablefor my school ?
Missing datamay result if the school were not ableto administer thetest or if fewer than 10 students partici-
pated inthetest.

Why arecharter schoolsincluded inthereport?
A charter school isapublicschool that isfreefrommost stateandlocal regulations, andinreturnfor that
freedom, theschool must meet clearly defined accountability standardsthat aredefinedinitscharter.

Why do wefocuson test scores?
Toimprove public education for all studentswe must know whether studentsarelearning every year. Well-made
testsarean anadytical tool, enabling teachersto diagnose students' weaknesses and strengths, and parentsto
monitor the achievement gainsof their children.

Notes on the Student Data

» Datawas provided by the Office of Student Achievement, the Georgia Department of Education and the
National Center for Education Statistics.

o “All Students” refersto al students who were tested.

e Test results for less than 10 students are not reported.

» Poverty rate is reported as the percentage of students eligible to receive free- or reduced-price lunches.
This percentage is cal culated by dividing the number of eligible students (as reported to the Department of
Education in October 2003) by the total school enrollment (as reported by the October 2003 FTE count).

» The percentage of studentswith disabilitiesis based on the December FTE (full-time equivalency) count
divided by the total enrollment from the Fall FTE count. The December FTE has been declared the official
count of studentswith disabilities (special education) since that data collection is used to determine federal
funding.

» The percentage of studentswith limited English proficiency is based on the 2004 Student Record.

e Enrollment represents the October 2003 FTE count.
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Highest Ranking Schools

Elementary Schools i
o DeKabCounty ............o i Kittredge M agnet School
2 e Muscogee County ......lc.oeeiiieeeeeaeaeennnn. Rigdon Road Elementary School
G Dougherty County ............cccoeiieiiniiieeennnes Lincoln Elementary Magnet
Do DeKab County .......ccccoovvviiiiiiiiceeeeeen, Vanderlyn Elementary School
L Muscogee CouNtY ........c..ovveeeuieeeeenieeeeennnnn. Britt David Elementary
R Forsyth County ..........cccoeviiiieiiiniiieeeeeeeenn Settles Bridge Elementary School
T o, GWINNEtt CoUuNtY .......oovvvvereiiieeeeeeeeee, Riverside Elementary School
8 FUulton County ........ccooeimmmeiiiiieeeeieeeeeeees Barnwell Elementary School
O Rockdale County ...........cccoviiiiiieiiiiieeneees L orraine Elementary School
10, FUlton County ........c.ccoveeeeieieciieeeeeeeeeeeeen, Sweet Apple Elementary School
11 i, Fulton County .........ccommmiiiiiiiiiiice e Shakerag Elementary School
12 e, FUulton County .......cooevveeimmiiiieeeeeeee e Summit Hill Elementary
G AtlantaCity .......cceveeeecbeenneedeciiceee, Jackson Elementary School
14 i Forsyth County ...........cioiieedeennniieieecen. Big Creek Elementary School
15 Fayette County ... e eeneeennseeesssitee e Peepl es Elementary School

Middle Schools
i Richmond County-<........cccccccee e, Walker Traditional Elementary
2 Richmond County ..ot Davidson Magnet School
G Dougherty County .......cccccceiiiiieieinceeeenne. Robert A. CrossMiddle Magnet
R Cobb County .......ccooeemiiiiiie e Hightower Trail Middle School
S FUulton County .......ccooveeemmmiiiiieeeeeeeeeee e Fulton Science Academy
G, Cobb CouNty .....ccvvuiiieiiieieeeece e, Dodgen Middle School
AR FUulton CouNnty ........coooeemmmmiieieeeeeeeee e River Trail Middle School
L S Cobb County .........coeeeiiiiiiiie e Dickerson Middle School
1 GWINNEtt CoUNLY .......coeevveieeiieececeeeene, Alton C. Crews Middle School
1 Fulton County ........ccoommuiinieiieniee e Webb Bridge Middle School
11 ., War€ COUNLY ....coeuvvvimmniiieeie e Ware Magnet School
12, LI KO Y 2 Trion Middle School
13 s Forsyth County ..........ibceeeeieeisdennnineeeeeeeee South Forsyth Middle School
14 i Fulton County ...t dininniiieeeeeeeee Northwestern Middle School
15 Fayette County ...co........oceiidennniiiecicareeennn. Rising Starr Middle School
High Schools

1o Muscogee COUNLY .ciuuiiimneeeenneeeeibi e eeennne Columbus High School
o Richmond County ........cccccciiiiiniiiniceeeenn. Davidson Magnet School
B Richmond County ........cccccooiiiieiiiiieeeeeennn. Johnson Magnet
4o Fulton County ................. Fulton County Charter H.S. for Math. and Science
L Chatham County ........ccccooeeviieiieiiiiieeeeeeeees Savannah ArtsAcademy
S J War€@ CoUNtY .......coeeveeeuieeeeiiicce e e e eeeenann Ware M agnet School
A DeKalb County ..........coeiieeimmiiieeeeeeeeeeee DeKalb School of theArts
8, Fulton County .........covveeiiiiiiiiiiiie e, Northview High School
S Cherokee County ..........cccceveeeeeeieieineeeennnnnn. Sequoyah High School
10 ., Cobb County ........oeuiiieiiieeiiii e Walton High School
o Fayette County ........ccccevvevieiieeiniieececeeeeeen, StarrsMill High School
12 e, Cobb County ........ccovueeiiiiiiceeee e Pope High School
13 Fulton County .........ccoemmmiiiiieiieeece e Chattahoochee High School
I Floyd County .......ccceoiiviiiiiiiiiiiicee e, Pepperell High School
15 Fayette County .........ccoeceveeiiiiiiieeiieeeeeeees Fayette County High School
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